THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
to support it. If the arrangement is genuine at all, the
potential aggressor knows what will be regarded as
aggression, attack, and what forces he will have to
meet.
The question which we have to decide, therefore,
in the light alike of logic and experience, especially
the experience of the Great War, is whether we are
more or less likely to have to fight at all if both we
and the putative enemy know beforehand precisely
what we defend, what we shall regard as attack and
who will stand with us in defending such policy.
A concrete illustration may clarify the point.
If a foreign state should present us with an ulti-
matum which, in effect, would mean: "Cede your
colonies or fight,5 would the colonies be ceded? A
state making such a demand might deem, in the
present condition of British opinion, that there was
quite a good chance that we should yield. In Britain
at this moment both the extreme Left and the extreme
Right seem to favour such cession. We have the
strange spectacle of those papers which for years
led the anti-German campaign, which agitated for
astronomical Reparations and the most ruthless peace,
now favouring the cession of colonies to Germany.1
The leader of the British Fascists similarly favours the
cession of colonies, as do, at the other political pole,
certain Pacifist groups. Many Imperialists who do not
favour cession of colonies insist that the possession of
* See e.g. Lord Rothermcre's articles favouring the return of German
colonies.